[image: image17.wmf]15ur                                             
 

Volume 5  Issue 3        March, 2010          Pickens County Schools Newsletter

[image: image18.wmf]
Para traduccion llame 706-253-1700.  For information about the new GPS Curriculum go to gadoe.org

________________________________________________________________________  
	Thank you to the following for leadership in our schools.  If you would like to get involved in PTO or any volunteer program please contact them via email or send a note to the school.
Haley Bouchie
Chairman, Pickens County Parent Advisory Council

Hailedout2@aol.com
HES PTO Co-President 
Amy Wilson
 sweetamos@hotmail.com
Co- President, Charlotte Haughwout
HCES PTO Co-President
Tara Gibson
tgibson31100@yahoo.com
Co-President, Shannon Silvers
JES PTO CO-President 

Regina Klaric
reginaklaric@pickens.k12.ga.us
Co-President, Amy Simpson
TES PTO Co-President 

Cheri Gollahon,
cgollahon@tds.net
Co-President, Karin Elliot
JMS PTO President, Haley Bouchie
Hailedout2@aol.com
PCMS PTO President, Stacy Bruce  
SBruce@crescentbank.com
PHS Parent Partners President, 
Amberle Godfrey
amberlegodfrey@pickens.k12.ga.us
For additional information contact

Amberle Godfrey
Pickens County Schools

Parent and Community Specialist

706-253-1700

amberlegodfrey@pickens.k12.ga.us
	Dear School Community,
     I would like everyone to give themselves a great big pat on the back.  We have had another successful year of accumulating volunteer hours.  This is a huge advantage to the students of Pickens County.  With your help, our school system has become one we can all be proud of.  Research shows, when parents get engaged with their children’s education, everyone benefits.  As you can see by the totals below, Tate Elementary is our Platinum Award winner, followed by Harmony Elementary taking the Gold Award, and Jasper Elementary with the Silver Award.  A great big congratulations to all, BUT we all know the true winners here across the board are our students.        
     I would like to also remind everyone to please remember to fill out your census form you will be receiving in the mail and send it back by April 1st.   I cannot stress how important this is to our school system.  Each question helps determine how over $400 billion will be allocated to communities across the nation. Part of our school’s funding is based directly on the census count.  If everyone is not counted, we miss out on funding for our children’s education.  All information is 100% private and will not be shared with any other government agencies.  Census information is also used in determining funding for hospitals, job training centers, government representation, emergency services, and many other programs.  It is a win win situation.  For more information visit www.census.gov .          


	
	School
	Enrollment
	Volunteer Hours
Total 09-10
	Minutes

Per Child

	
	JES
	533
	6338
	713

	
	HES
	720
	21205
	1767

	
	HCES
	639
	6343
	596

	
	TES
	333
	16504
	2974

	
	JMS
	525
	3242
	371

	
	PCMS
	525
	3027
	346

	
	PHS
	1188
	6883
	348

	
	SYSTEM
	4463
	63542
	854
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Pto 
Recognition
We will be recognizing the hard work and dedication of our Parent-Teacher Organization officers at our April 15th Board of Education meeting.  These individuals work very hard and accumulate countless hours behind the scenes in an often thankless job.  The dedication these volunteers have to our students helps to enhance our school system.   Refreshments will be served at 4:30 and the meeting will begin at 5:00.  Hope to see everyone there.
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Rapid-Rehousing Program
The purpose of this program is to provide financial assistance for people who are behind in their rent or utilities.  HPRP also provides assistance for those who are living in substandard or overcrowded housing, provided they meet the eligibility criteria.  Please call Cheryl Blankenship at 706-692-1678 (Pickens County Resource Center) for more information, to obtain an application, and for assistance with the application process.

Mark Your 

Calendars
     

    April  5th - 9th  Spring Break
                         April 22nd        Progress Reports
                         May 21st         Last Day of School
    

   May 22nd        Graduation (9:00am)

             New

PowerSchool
Attendance Feature
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A new attendance feature has been added to Parent Connect.  Parents can now view a detailed attendance summary which includes:  Date of absence, detailed absentee code, comments that include tardy check-in time, and checkout time. This new feature is located under the Misc. Information tab (see above).  Parents can now check to see if absentee excuses are coded correctly. If you have not registered for Parent Connect, you are missing out on a wonderful information tool.  Call your child’s school for your user ID and password.
[image: image16.png]School's IM!
s Don'l be OUJTG!

P Pickens County Schools @%)






Tip
 Corner
· Parents work on your own “projects” during homework time.  Pay bills, write letters, etc.  You will send your child a message that you think homework time is important.
· To help your child understand the material, have him/her teach you. Parent becomes the student, child becomes the teacher.
· Fruit Pizza
· 1 canister sugar cookie dough
· 8oz cream cheese (softened)
· 1c. powdered sugar
· 1 tsp vanilla
· Assorted sliced fruits
Roll out dough on greased floured pizza pan. Poke with fork. Bake at 350 for 15-20 minutes.  Cool completely. Mix cream cheese, powdered sugar and vanilla. Spread on dough. Arrange sliced fruits on top as preferred. Refrigerate.
** Annual Title I Events have not been held at all schools resulting in a variation of hours.
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