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Thursday, August 11, 2011
Subject:  Request for Qualifications to provide
                Architectural & Engineering Services for the

                Renovation of Jasper Elementary School

Greetings:

Pickens County School System is planning to complete various renovation projects funded by the recently approved ESPLOST by Pickens County voters back in March 2011. The intent of this Request for Qualifications (RFQ) is to select and retain an Architectural firm to work with the system to provide A/E services to bring the first renovation project at Jasper Elementary School from design to completion within the specified time period and within the established budget.
The timeline for the first project begins with the planning phase starting in November 2011, the construction phase begins in July 2012, and the substantial completion date is set for June30, 2013. The maximum cost of the renovation project is set at $2,350,500.00. This total includes cost for A/E services, construction, technology infrastructure and hardware, furniture, and landscaping.
The RFQ response is due no later than noon on Friday, September 9, 2011. RFQ responses should be delivered to:


Pickens County Schools


100 D. B. Carroll Street


Jasper, Ga.  30143


Attn:  Lloyd Shaddix, Director of Operations

Pickens County School System reserves the right to reject any and all Proposals, and to waive any technicalities or informalities.

Please notify the sender of the RFQ by e-mail, lloydshaddix@pickens.k12.ga.us, no later than noon on August 18, 2011 as to your intent to respond to this RFQ. We will not consider any response where we do not receive a written intent to participate in the RFQ. 

I. PURPOSE
The purpose of this RFQ is to solicit proposals for the purpose of entering into a contractual agreement through a competitive, qualification-based selection process for Architectural and Engineering services by a firm authorized to do business in the State of Georgia with experience in design of K-12 educational facilities.

II. SCOPE
The scope includes the design services for an elementary school renovation project for Pickens County Schools. The selected A/E firm will take the lead in project design, prepare and submit for approval all construction plans and specifications, provide complete construction documents in accordance with the requirements of the Georgia Department of Education Facilities Services Unit, assure that all construction documents fully comply with all applicable codes and regulations, and provide services for administration of construction contracts.
III. PROPOSAL REQUIREMENTS
A. A mandatory pre-proposal meeting is scheduled for 2:00 p.m. on August 23, 2011. The meeting will be located upstairs at 100 D. B. Carroll Street in Jasper, Ga.
B. Proposals shall be signed by an authorized representative of the A/E firm. By submitting a response, the firm certifies that all information provided is true and accurate.

C. Proposals should be prepared simply and economically, providing a straightforward, concise description of the A/E’s capabilities of satisfying the requirements of Pickens County School System. Emphasis should be on completeness and clarity of information.

D. The proposal shall include two (2) signed originals and one (1) electronic copy of the proposal submitted to Pickens County School System to the address and e-mail listed on the previous page.
IV. PROPOSAL CONTENTS
A. A brief history of the firm. 

B. Complete business address and contact information. Pickens County School System prefers to do business with firms located within sixty (60) miles of our office.
C. Names and professional resumes of all persons who will be directly involved with Pickens County Schools’ projects.

D. List all K-12 educational projects and level of involvement your firm has worked on in Georgia from FY-04 through present. Include owner’s name, scope of work, grade level, total square footage, general contractor or CM at Risk, and cost of the project.
E. Provide three letters of references from the list of K-12 projects cited above.
F. Provide a copy of firm’s insurance coverage.

G. Provide information relating to firm’s financial status over the past two (2) years.

H. A lump sum fee proposal will be submitted in a separate, sealed envelope with the firm’s name clearly identified on the outside of the envelope. Include reimbursable expenses in the A/E’s fee schedule.

V. EVALUATION AND AWARD OF CONTRACT

A. Evaluation Criteria:  Proposals will be evaluated by a Pickens County School System review committee of selected employees and rated based on the following criteria:
a. History – 10%
b. Resources – 30% 
c. Recent K-12 performance data – 40%
d. Pricing – 20%
B. Award of Contract:  After evaluation of the Proposals received in response to the RFQ, Pickens County School System may interview two or more proposers deemed fully qualified, responsible and suitable on the basis of initial responses, and with the professional competence to provide the required services. Proposers shall be encouraged to elaborate on their qualifications, performance data, and staff expertise relevant to the proposed contract.  At the conclusion of the interviews and on basis of the selection criteria listed above, the Pickens County School System interview team shall rank firms in order of preference and begin negotiations with the firm ranked number one. If a contract satisfactory and advantageous to Pickens County School System cannot be negotiated at a fee considered fair and equitable, then the Owner reserves the right to automatically, without notification, terminate such negotiations and enter into negotiations with the next listed A/E firm on the ranked list.
C. Expense of Preparing Responses to this RFQ:  Pickens County School System accepts no responsibility for any expense incurred by the responders of this RFQ. 

The contact person for Pickens County School System is Lloyd Shaddix, Director of Operations.

Telephone 706-253-1700     FAX 706-253-1705     e-mail lloydshaddix@pickens.k12.ga.us
All questions about this RFQ and submission requirements may be directed in writing to Lloyd Shaddix no later than noon on Friday, September 2, 2011. Prospective respondents must limit their contact regarding this RFQ to Lloyd Shaddix.

The Pickens County School System reserves the right to reject any and all proposals and to waive any technicalities or informalities. Pickens County School System considers all information submitted in response to this RFQ to be a public record and may be disclosed upon request pursuant to the Georgia Open Records Act, O.C.G.A. 50-18-70 et seq.
END OF RFQ
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