Pickens County Schools

Content Map for Reading/Language Arts         Revision Date:   ________
(The content map represents initial introduction of concepts and skills which may recur throughout the year)
	By the end of   eighth grade, students:

· Broaden their reading experiences through the study and analysis of compelling literature.  
· Refine their skills in the production of quality essays and narratives.

· Develop their own writing styles

· Use strong verbs, adjectivews, and adverbs

· Embrace causes, and their writing reflects their developing social consciences

· Rely on arguments from emotion in their persuasive writing.

· Debating a variety of topics, even without proper preparation to support their stands on issues

· Work within a group setting on individual tasks

· Deepen their study of Georgia history by identifying Georgia authors and examining texts these authors have created

· Identify the connections between an author, their work, and Georgia

· Aware of the ways Georgia is reflected within text through the study of setting, characterization, theme, historical context, and current events.

	 Eighth grade students will maintain the following concepts and skills throughout the school years.  In order to develop concepts and skills throughout the school year,          grade students should:

Reading 

· Works carefully to discern the author’s perspective and the particular facts and details that support it
· Reads thoughtfully and purposefully, constantly checking for understanding of the author’s intent and meaning so that the interpretation will be sound
· Are seriously engaged in reading for learning.
· Encounter a variety of informational and fictional texts, and they read texts in all genres and modes of discourse.
· Must learn, through reading, the communities of discourse of those disciplines
· Must learn the specific vocabulary of all subject areas in context.
· Students self-select reading materials based on personal interests established through classroom learning.
Writing 
· Writes clear, coherent text that develops a central idea or tells a story.

· Shows consideration of the audience and purpose.

· Progresses through the stages of the writing process (e.g., prewriting, drafting, revising, and editing successive versions).   
Conventions 
· Instruction will occur within the context of reading, writing, and speaking, rather than in isolation.
· Writes to make connections with the larger world.

· Words are spelled accuratelyt and the sentences are grammatically correct.

Listening/Speaking/Viewing 
· Demonstrates an understanding of listening, speaking, and viewing skills for a variety of purposes.
· Listens critically and responds appropriately to oral communication in a variety of genres and media.

· Speaks in a manner that guides the listener to understand important idease


	Time Frame
	Standards/Concepts
	Skills
	Vocabulary

	1st Nine Weeks
Week 1

Week 2

Short Story

Week 3

Short Story

Week 4

Short Story

Week 5

Week 6

Poetry

Week 7

Poetry

Week 8 and 9


	The Writing Process/Writing a basic paragraph

Prepositions and prepositional phrases

Introduction to fiction and oral tradition

Summary Writing – phrases and clauses

Summary writing continued

Nouns/pronouns and their functions

Writing a “how-to” composition

Types of sentences

“How-to” writing continued

Sentence structure

Complements (direct object, predicate nominative, predicate adjective)

Poetry
Report writing

Sentence structure continued

Poetry continued

Report continued

Fragments and run-ons

Comparison Contrast essays

Literature circles
	Creating a basic paragraph and following the writing process

Other types of phrases (verb, gerund, infinitive, participial); phrases vs. clauses.

Students will identify phrases and clauses with 90% accuracy.

Students will proficiently summarize written passages, retaining key information from the passage.  

Students will identify nouns and pronouns and will correctly identify their functions in sentences with 90% accuracy.

Students will create “how-to” compositions on chosen tasks. 

Students will identify and create the four types of sentences with 90% accuracy.

Students will apply knowledge of clauses to begin to identify and construct sentences of varying structure with 90% accuracy.

Students will write and present reports on various assigned topics.

Students will identify sentence fragments and run-on sentences and eliminate them in writing.

Students will construct comparison-contrast essays on assigned topics.

Students will participate in literature circles, reading various novels and reporting on those novels to other group members and class mates.
	Prewriting

Rough draft

Proofreading

Editing

Revision

Publishing/ sharing

Topic sentence

Closing sentence

Preposition

Prepositional phrase

Fiction

Oral tradition

Summary

Verb, subject, verb phrase

Verbal-infinitive, gerund, participle, clause, independent clause, dependent clause

Noun, pronoun, subject, direct object, indirect object, object of preposition, predicate nominative

Declarative

Imperative

Exclamatory

Interrogative

Vocabulary for Short Story:

Exposition (introduction), conflict, climax, rising action, falling action, resolution, point of view, character development, mood, tone, irony, inference

Simple sentence

Compound sentence

Complex sentence

Compound-complex sentence

Poem

Stanza

Symbolism

Rhyme

Rhyme scheme

Meter

Rhythm

Allegory

Fragment

Run-on

Compare

Contrast
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